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Scarecrow Festival 
The Scarecrow Festival was a big success!  The 

weather was a little cold at first but people wore their 
jackets and came out anyway.  The car show on the 
west end of the park had 32 entries, more than last 
year.  And the kids games were always busy. 

Thanks much to the Alpha Phi Omega, (APO) stu-
dents who came out and worked the games!  Their 
help freed the rest of us up to work the other booths 
and rides.  Help from 

the community and especially young 
people is heartwarming to see.  It 
gives us hope for the next generation. 

We also appreciate the vendors who 
brought their wares to the flea market.  
Member Roger Adams brought his 
beautiful wood creations and said that 
his booth was busy all day. 

The car show people had a great time.  
They displayed their engines, their customizations, and their trophies 
from other shows.  We gave them dash plates and awards as well.  
The most coveted award is the Kids Choice.  The hay rack ride stopped at the show and member Jeannie Go-
thard gave out ballots for the children to vote for their favorite car.  At the end of the show, all participants drove 
through the Santi Pavilion in a parade that was fun for all.  Thanks to all the participants and the AMBUCS 
members who ran the show! 

New this year: face painting for the kids and it was a big hit!  There was a slow start but as soon as the kids 
started showing off their beautiful faces, the painter was swamped.  She ended up staying longer than agreed, 
to finish up the kids in line.  Thanks to member Elaine Windingland for this great idea and setting it up! 

Also this year we had a little ceremony at 11am to thank the organizations and businesses that helped us main-
tain the park throughout the year.  Joan Dixon of the Community Foundation was thanked for the grant to im-
prove the park with new roofs on the pavilions and to add more trees.  We thanked Cord Schroeder of Bash-
Pepper Roofing for doing the job on the roofs.  We also acknowledged the help of the Urbana Park District in 
making the best choices for improvements to the park. 
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Calendar 
 
Oct. 1– Nov. 30—
Branding Time 
 
Oct. 3-6—AMBUCS 
National Conference, Reno, NV 
 
Oct. 11—Danville AMBUCS Cash 
Bash 
 
Oct. 16—AMBUCS Accounts Ex-
plained 
 

2019 
Jan. 26—Bar Stool Golf 
 
Mar. 2—Cash Bash 
 
Apr. 12-13—Spring Conference, Ot-
tawa, IL 
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There was a great bake sale this year with tons of yummy goods on the tables.  We again had our wonderful 
pulled pork sandwiches and hot dogs for sale and background music to enhance everyone’s experience. 

This year we had some media exposure, starting with the Community Breakfast Show on WIXY radio.  Near 
the end of the festival, a local TV station, WCIA, came out and talked with event leader Keith Jamieson.  They 
ran the segment on the late news that Saturday and again on the noon news the following Monday.  We hope 
this helps to showcase this wonderful park since that is one of the main reasons for this event.  We want the 
people of Champaign and Urbana to know what a great resource they have in their towns! 

Thanks to all the AMBUCS members and friends who made this event possible!  Let’s do it again next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amtryke Giveaways 

Amtryke Ambassador, Scott Price, has been working overtime to deliver all of the Amtrykes we as-

sembled last month. He has delivered several but a couple are still waiting at the 
Griest Man Shed for their owners.  He has also delivered 
a couple to our evaluation sites so that therapists can set 
the child up properly and instruct parents and caregivers 
on how to adjust the trike as the child grows.  Thanks for 
all your hard work, Scott, and Happy Trails to the riders!  
That’s Hunter on the left and Wade on the right on their 
new Amtrykes.  (Wade picture courtesy of Scott Price.) 
 
 
 
 

Speakers 
Member, Sally Denhart, spoke with the chapter on September 4th about her other passion, rescuing ani-

mals, especially dogs.  She works with a group called Mobile Mutts based out of Champaign.  This volunteer 
group takes dogs on death row down south and transports them to waiting, foster-
based rescues in the upper mid-west.  Dogs start out in the south on a Saturday, trav-
el leg-by-leg to Champaign where they rest for the night, and then leave Sunday 
morning to travel to their rescues.  Mobile Mutts covers 7 states and has stops in 23 
cities.   Each leg is about 100 miles and usually has a new set of drivers every leg.  
They have helped to save over 5,000 dogs with this method.  “The Underdog Rail-
way”, as they call themselves, and other transport groups like them, as well as res-
cues and shelters, have made a big dent in the pet overpopulation problem but the 
most important way to “fix” this problem is to spay and 
neuter your pets!  (Photo courtesy of Larry Windingland) 

 
Although not technically a speaker, Danville AMBUCS member, Donna Carlton-
Vish, visited our chapter on  September 18.  Donna is a Past National Big Hat 
President and held various offices in her Chapter.  She was here to invite us to buy 
tickets to the Danville Raffle on October 11th and to announce the dates and loca-
tion for the Spring Regional Conference, April 12-13, Ottawa, IL.  Thanks for com-
ing by, Donna! 
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National Conference 
Several GCC AMBUCS members are attending the National Conference in 

Reno, Nevada at the Peppermill Resort Spa Casino.  We hope that they learn a lot of 
good information and returned energized for another great year of serving as AM-
BUCS!  We look forward to hearing all about it at our next lunch meeting. 

(Editor’s note: anyone attending please take pictures and share them with me.  Please 
also include some words about what’s going on.  Thanks!) 

 

Winning Chances 
 

9/4/18—50/50: $10 to Sal-
ly Denhart; Attendance: 
$19 went to Renae’ Straw-
bridge. 

9/11/18—50/50: $10 to 
Kyle Moe. Attendance: 
$21 was won by Pat 
Webb. 

9/18/18—50/50: $8 to 
Jeannie Gothard;  Attend-
ance: $16 to Pat Webb, 
again! Buy a lottery tick-
et, Pat! 

9/25/18—50/50: $8 to Don 
Dunlap;  Attendance: $17 
could have been won by 
Alan Edwards but he was 
not present. 

Tidbits 

Sad News…Long time  member 

Ron Meyer lost his wife Joy sud-
denly this month and has been bat-
tling some of his own health issues.  
Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Ron and his family at this difficult 
time.  

Bud Mesker…is not doing  

well health wise and has been in 
and out of the hospital this month.  
He would love some good thoughts 
to come his way. 

Wayne Younger…is doing 

much better as is Nikki Kopmann’s 
brother.  Yea! 

Judy Dramstad…is having 

hip surgery in the month of October.  
Please send your good thoughts for 
a speedy recovery to Judy. 

New T-shirts…are available 

from Elaine Windingland.  Please 
contact her to get yours. 

Hole-In-One…Congratulations 

to Greg Farris on his hole-in-one 
golf shot!  Woo, woo! 

Member…Sally Denhart has a 

new title: Lady Sally L. Denhart, 
Peer of the Realm, of the Principali-
ty of Sealand, Lady Sally for short. 

Splinters from the 
Board 

 
The Board of Directors 
met on September 26th at 
Giordano’s in Cham-
paign. 
The Board voted to: 

 Donate $500 to the 
DSC Tree of Hope 

 Donate $600 to DSO 
for their Christmas 
Party for handicap 
children 

 Support the DSC Dis-
ability Expo next 
quarter 

 Support Camp New 
Hope next quarter 

 In the fourth quarter 
support the U of I 
Wheelchair Basket-
ball camp 

 In the fourth quarter 
give Camp New Hope 
our second donation 

 Bob Lacey submitted 
one grant to the Com-
munity Foundation 
and one to the Or-
ange Krush 


