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Amtrykes 

June was a great month for Amtryke giveaways!  We did 

three and they all came to lunch! 
 
First, at right, is Beau.  Beau’s trouble with his feet began at about 
six months old.  He is lacking in muscle tone and strength in his feet 
and legs and has just started to walk some on his own.  The 
Amtryke will help Beau build up strength in his legs, help his feet 
stay straight, build his core muscles up, and let him have fun in the 

Summer time!  Happy riding, Beau! 
 
David, at left, is 10 years old now and a 5th grader, but he was 
born premature.  He can’t yet walk on his own but he’s getting 
close due to his use of the Amtryke at his school.  And he abso-
lutely loves it as you can see from the expression on his face!  Go 
David! 
 
Next up for an Amtryke was Frankie at 
right.  He has a rare condition called 
Dwarfism and though he is 3 years old, 
he has remained small and has lots of 

trouble trying to use a regular tricycle.  Nothing slows him down, 
though, and he took off riding and giving high-fives to each person 
as he rode around the lunch room.  Frankie’s Amtryke was a gift 
from the Champaign Chapter and the Herzog family, bought with 
donations in honor of Carl Herzog.  It’s a great example of AM-
BUC chapters putting their Shoulders Together to make a little 
boy happy and stronger! 
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Calendar 

TBD—First Quarter Social at Pour Bros. 
August 23-27—AMBUCS National Conference 
TBD—Scarecrow Festival 
September 19—Charity Golf Outing 
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And Speaking of Amtrykes... 

Nine GCC members and friends converged on the Chapter’s Amtryke storage shed 

to clean, perform an inventory, add storage bins, and organize the 
Amtrykes and their parts.  Members Scott Price and Elaine and Larry 
Windingland, have been picking up Amtrykes that are no longer used or 
have been outgrown, and storing them in the shed.  At left is what the 
shed looked like when members arrived.  
Each Amtryke had to be evaluated to see if it 
could be cleaned up, parts replaced, and giv-
en out to new riders, or if it could only be a 
provider of spare parts.  The spare parts we 
had needed to be organized so that they are 

easy to find.  We purchased some small organizers, tackle box 
style, for the small parts, and some larger totes for the bigger parts.  
We also evaluated how many of each spare part was needed, (Do 
we really need 22 pairs of pedals?).  The parts that were rusted or 
broken were sent to be recycled.  At the right is a shot of the cleaned shed and the members 
responsible for the transformation, (Taking the photo is Larry Windingland.)  Thanks to all 
who helped with the chore and to Scott, Larry, and Elaine for organizing the work! 
 
 
 

National Events 

The National Conference is getting closer and conference 

and hotel registrations are open!  (Each reservation must be made 
separately.)  The dates are August 23-27 in Birmingham, Alabama.  
This is the 100 year anniversary of AMBUCS so this is one confer-
ence you won’t want to miss!  Hotel rooms start at $139 and confer-
ence Early Bird registration is only $100 for the full conference but 
that ends on July 15th and goes to $150.  Hope to see everyone 
there!  (At left is our Chapter recipient and her family from the Great 
Amtryke Giveaway in 2019.) 

 
Our Capital Campaign has increased again, (Yea!), and is 

over $499,000 as of this writing from 72 donors!   These dollars will 
be used to: 1. Replenish our Amtyke inventory; 2. Establish an 
Amtryke Research and Training Academy; 3. Add a licensed thera-
pist to our ARC team.  Let’s hit our $600,000 goal now! 
 
https://ambucs.org/missioninmotion/mission-in-motion-capital-
campaign/ 
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Membership Drive 

Our Chapter really needs new members so current President, 

Larry Windingland, is sponsoring a year-long membership drive!  We will 
be using Social Media and radio spots to try to find new members.  Each 
current member is encouraged to talk about AMBUCS wherever they can 
and to invite their family, friends, and co-workers, to join us at lunch to see 
what we’re all about.  The member will get 1 point for each potential mem-
ber who comes to lunch, 2 points for bringing in speakers for our lunches, 
and 5 points if someone they bring in joins!  Larry promises fun rewards 
for the highest point earners!  We’re a great group and people will see that if they just get the 
chance! 
 

Challenger League 

The Tom Jones Challenger League had their end of the year ceremony this month 

and gave awards to all players and coaches!  The League allows children with different abili-
ties to play softball just like every other kid!  They play their games at 
AMBUCS Park and we have long been a sponsor.  Member Larry 
Windingland ordered little icebergs as awards for each of the players 
and they were a hit!  The League had a shortened 
season because of the heat but will have their an-
nual All Star Game at Eichelberger Field on the U 
of I Campus on July 19th and will also have their 
annual games with the Danville Challenger 
League.  It would be great to have a bunch of 
GCC members attend the game and wear their 

AMBUCS shirts!  Let’s show our support for this wonderful League!  
Many thanks to member Cris Vowls, (standing at right), for everything 
she does as our liaison to the League!  She rocks! 

 

Thank-A-Therapist Dinner 

GCC AMBUCS’ first Thank-A-Therapist Dinner was held at AMBUCS Park 

on June 7th!  Six therapists and families were our guests of honor and 
enjoyed barbeque pork, potato salad, coleslaw, chips, drinks, and some 
great deserts.  We even had a couple of highly contested games of 
“Bags”!  Our Amtryke Program couldn’t be successful without the great 
therapists in our area who work so hard to give children and adults 
what they need to keep on keepin’ on!  They assess the children, deter-
mine if an Amtryke will help, try one out, and write up the requests with 
all the customizations.  At right are the great therapists that were able 
to attend along with President, Larry Windingland in the red shirt.  We 
hope they understand how much we appreciate them and all that they 
do!  Thank you! 
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Splinters from the Board 

The Board met at Papa Dels on June 29th and addressed the following items: 

==> approved the budget for 2022-2023 

==> approved money for radio spots promoting our membership drive 

==> officially made lunch meeting fines $1, with $2 for Big Hat members on Big Hat Day 

 

Tidbits 

Connections!  Member Kyle Moe was taught by the grandmother of Frankie, one of this 

month’s Amtryke recipients, and is good friends with Chris, Frankie’s father! 
 

Please send good thoughts to our members and families who are struggling with 

health issues and are recovering from procedures! 
 
 

Winning Chances 
06/07/22—50/50: $8 to one of our guests;  Attendance: $22 could have been won by Lin-

da Ohnstad but she was not present. 

06/14/22—50/50: $11 to a guest; Attendance: $36 could have been won by Mike Foley 

but he was not present. 

06/21/22—50/50: $12 to a Guest; Attendance: $49 could have been won by Larry Wind-

ingland but he was not present. 

06/28/22—50/50: $8 to Miles, grandson of Cris Vowels; Attendance: $63 to Keith Ja-

mieson. 

 

 


