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Ramp Building
The weather cooperated on November 24 so we were able to
build a ramp late into the year. The rain started the day before
but stopped in the middle of the night. We were building on asphalt so we didn’t have to muck around in the mud. We were
careful about not getting any power cords in the small amount of
standing water.

Calendar
Dec. 7—DSO Wrapping Party, 6pm
Leonard Center
Dec. 8—DSO Holiday Party, 13:30pm, Leonard Center

The build presented a little bit of a problem because of the asphalt but as you can see in the first picture below, we put strong
Dec. 8-9—Decorate AMBUCS
braces into the asphalt to make sure it was very sturdy.
Park, 9am
It was a long run at 30 feet but we finished at 11:30 since we
didn’t have to build the flat off the door. The house previously
had a ramp but it rotted over the years and had to be removed 2019
by the owner. He has been taking his handicapped sister out the Jan. 26—Bar Stool Golf
front door and down three steps in her walker. She is scheduled
Mar. 2—Cash Bash
to get a wheelchair soon so the ramp was definitely needed.

There were nine AMBUCS who came out to help: (l-r in the last Apr. 12-13—Spring Conference,
picture) Scott Price, Deb Griest, Mike Foley, Renae’ Straw- Ottawa, IL
bridge, Ray Griest, Bob Lacey, Keith Jamieson, (not pictured)
Elaine Windingland and Sally Denhart. Thanks to everyone for Apr. 27—Amtryke Road Rally
a job well done!
After the build, Ray Griest, Deb Griest, and Renae’ Strawbridge
made a quick trip to Springfield, IL, to pick up a donated aluminum ramp. This ramp has a 16 foot run
and an 8 foot flat. It is in storage right now but we will work to find a person in need who has a house
where this ramp will fit. Thanks, gang, for getting that for us!
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Amtryke Giveaways
Scott Price is continuing to deliver Amtrykes to people in our area.
Earlier this month he shared a video of a young boy riding his very
own Amtryke for the first time. The boy was having a little trouble at
therapy learning to use the brakes but in the video he aced it and
stopped just perfectly! That’s him at right.
We have two more Amtrykes on order and we hope they arrive before Christmas. Who doesn’t remember asking Santa for a bike for
Christmas?

AMBUCS Social
Our chapter held a quarterly social on November 28 at Jupiter’s At The Crossing in Champaign.
Twenty-seven AMBUCS and family came to enjoy salad and pizza and a fun gift swapping game.
Each person who wanted to participate bought a gift costing less than $10. The gifts on one end of
the table were shifted to the other end of the table so that no one ended up with their own gift. Then
each person opened their gift and rolled a dice. Depending on the number rolled, the player would
have to either keep the gift, pass all gifts to the right, pass all gifts to the left, or steal a gift from anyone else. Once all players had a turn rolling the dice, the game ended and the players kept whatever
gift they had. One end of the table was having so much fun they opted to play one more round.
Thanks to Laura Gibbs and Elaine Windingland for arranging this fun evening!

Visitor: Brenda Timmons
On November 13th, Brenda Timmons, Community Foundation Review
Board, came by to learn more about GCC AMBUCS. We often apply for
grants from the Community Foundation and Brenda will be our advocate on
the board when deciding what requests to fund each year. That’s Brenda in
the orange with Big Hat President, Deb Griest. We thank Brenda for stopping
by and hope to continue to be successful in getting grants from their great organization.
2

Big Hat Award
At the National Conference in October, Don Dunlap was honored with a
plaque for being Big Hat Regional Director for 2017-2018. Don was unable to
attend this year so Chapter Big Hat President, Deb Griest, presented Don with
his award on November 13. Congratulations Don, and thank you for your service!

Life Membership Award
Andy VanEngelenburg is our newest Life member! Andy won the
right to buy a Life Membership at the last Regional Conference and his
plaque arrived in November. Congratulations, Andy! (photo by Larry
Windingland)

Visitor: Maureen Gilbert, DSO
On November 20th, Maureen (Mo) Gilbert, from Delta Sigma Omicron, the disability service organization at the U of I, (pictured with President Ray Griest), came by to get our check for their annual Holiday party. The party is a celebration for children with disabilities and their families in East Central Illinois. GCC AMBUCS supports the party with a monetary donation and with volunteers to wrap
the presents for the children. We also help with some of the activities at the
party. The event has been growing and this year they expect 170 children to
attend!
The wrapping part of the party will be held Dec. 7th, 6:00pm at the Leonard
Center. Past GCC AMBUCS member, Joe Dart, and his daughter, AMBUCS member Mary Jane Jenkins, would attend and help wrap the presents. Joe said there was often a race to see if this year they could get the
presents wrapped faster than last year.
This year’s party will be Dec. 8th from 1:00pm to 3:30pm at the Leonard Center. There will be activities, games, and make-it/take-it crafts for the kids and they can use volunteers to help at each of the
activity tables. If you would like to volunteer, be at the Leonard Center by 12:30. (photo by Larry
Windingland)

AMBUCS Park Decorating
Let’s hope the weather cooperates on December 8th and 9th when we decorate AMBUCS Park for
the holidays! Mary Lou and Wayne Younger will be leading the project which will be scaled back
from previous years. We’ll be starting about 9am on both days and volunteers can just meet at the
park. Plans for the lighting ceremony are not complete but will probably be the evening of Dec. 10th.
Put this on your calendar!
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Tidbits
Don’t forget!... GCC AMBUCS is now on Amazon Smile. When you do your Christmas shopping
use Amazon Smile and be sure to choose GCC AMBUCS as your charity.

Judy Dramstad… is making progress and is now walking with a cane and driving again. She’s
off to their place in Mexico for a few days to recuperate in style.

Don Dunlap… loves Florida and is heading back there in December. Enjoy the warm weather,
Don!

Deb and Ray Griest… are done with driving grain trucks for this season. Ray reports that they
delivered over one million bushels to the elevators!

Kyle Moe… had a birthday in November. He usually wears tame
socks with his suit to his job at Wells Fargo, but one week he wore bright
yellow and red socks to lunch and Sargent at Arms, Jeannie Gothard
noticed. She began checking his socks when he arrived at meetings.
She happened to find a pair of pink flamingo socks while shopping and
purchased them as a birthday present from the Chapter to Kyle. He
wore his new socks to the social Wednesday night. Enjoy, Kyle!

Winning Chances

Splinters from the
Board

11/6/18—50/50: $10 to
Arlie Saldeen; Attendance: $117 could have
been won by Mary Lou
Younger but she was
not present.

The Board of Directors
met on November 28th
at Giordano’s in Champaign.
The Board discussed:
 Elaine Windingland
reported that she
has set up some
sales
tax-exempt
accounts at stores
we have used in the
past.
See Elaine
before making any
purchases.
 Larry Windingland
has been working
on updated brochures.
 The Board voted to
move the December
meeting to
Dec.
19th due to the
Christmas holiday.

11/13/18—50/50: $11 to
Dick Adams. Attendance: $137 could have
been won by Jill Hord
but she was not present.
11/20/18—50/50: $9 to
Bob Lacey;
Attendance: $152 could have
been won by Bud Mesker but he was not present.
11/27/18—50/50: $10 to
Don Dunlap; Attendance: $176 was won by
Sally Denhart. (Woo,
woo! New set of brakes
for the Jeep.—Ed.)
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