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Scarecrow Festival
The planning for the Scarecrow Festival is moving forward. The
leaders of the various parts, food, bake
sale, flea market, games, car show, hay
rack ride, barrel train ride, are getting all
their ducks in a row. We will again ask
the APO students from the University of
Illinois to help with the kids games. We’ll
have a signup sheet at one of the meetings soon so that members can volunteer
to help out wherever they want. If you
have any questions contact project leader, Keith Jamieson.

Calendar
September 22—
Scarecrow Festival
October 3-6—
AMBUCS National Conference, Reno, NV
October 1– November 30—Branding
Time

Bash-Pepper Thanks
Bash-Pepper Roofing re-roofed two of the pavilions in AMBUCS Park
this summer. At the request of the Urbana Park District, they put red shingles
on the roofs to match the other pavilions. The owner, Cord Schroeder, mentioned to members Deb and Ray Griest, that his family would love to have a
hot air balloon ride in Deb’s balloon. Cord and his wife came to lunch with us
on August 7th and President Ray Griest, presented them with a certificate for a
ride. Our Chapter will reimburse Deb and Ray some of their costs for giving
the ride. Thanks to Bash-Pepper and to the Griests for generously providing
the ride! (Standing: Ray Griest with the Schroeders at right)

AMBUCS Park
The next improvement to AMBUCS Park was the addition of a small, rock
ramp at the big door of the shed. We store all of our Christmas decorations in
this small shed and also the cars for the barrel train ride that we use during the
Scarecrow Festival. Getting supplies out of the shed was a challenge, especially the barrel cars, with the big step-down
that was originally there. We decided to add
a small, rock ramp to ease storage. Member,
Keith Jamieson, arranged for us to receive a
donated culvert to use and President, Ray
Griest, arranged for rock to be delivered. Ray
brought his small front-end loader to move
the gravel around and a handful of members showed up to do the detail moving of the gravel. Thanks to all who helped make this happen! (l-r: Roger Adams, Sally Denhart, Renae’ Strawbridge, Bob Lacey.)
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Amtrykes
Bike Builds
Our chapter has been ordering Amtrykes like crazy as more therapists and
people in the area learn how much these trikes can help children and adults
with disabilities. Unfortunately, circumstances caused a backlog of Amtryke
delivery and our chapter received 17 in one month! Our Amtryke Ambassador, Scott Price, put out a call for help after the first few arrived and a “build
night” was scheduled at the Griest Man Shed on August 16th. Eight AMBUCS and friends met and assembled nine Amtrykes in a couple of hours.
We started with the small Amtrykes since we had some newbies who have
never assembled Amtrykes and the small ones are easier. That made the
build go quickly and everyone had a fun and productive night. Thanks All!
A second build was scheduled on August 30 to finish the assembly of the backlogged trikes. This build was
held on our quarterly social night and we brought in pizza, drinks, and cupcakes. It was held at the teaching
school of the C-U Wood Supply Shop in Champaign which has several sturdy
work benches that were great for the build and an extra area for the social part.
We had a couple of non-members attend; Judy Dramstad’s husband, Steve,
Bob Lacey’s wife Pat, and Andrea Betzler’s son Matt. Since we assembled
most of the small trikes at the first build, we had the bigger, more complicated,
trikes left. Except for one small trike, they all had brake cables, rear steering,
extra supports on the seat, and even gears. More options meant more time to
assemble and we were all ready to call it quits by 9pm and finished up by 9:30.
Thanks to all who came and helped with this evening! We hope to see some of
the trikes presented to the people at our lunch meetings.

Bike Night
In association with the Urbana Park District and the C-U Bike Club, GCC AMBUCS attended a Bike Nite in Meadowbrook Park. There were other vendors,
music by a live band, and a food truck. A moonlight ride was scheduled for
dusk that evening but unfortunately, all the fun was canceled. The rain started
as a mist, then moved to a sprinkle, and finally got serious and turned into a
heavy rain. The event leader checked the weather and the rain had set in for
all night. We packed up as quickly as we could but just about everything was
soaked, especially us. Thanks to Bob Lacey for arranging this and to Renae’
Strawbridge for helping out. Maybe next year?

Amtryke Giveaway
One of the Amtrykes we assembled at the first build has found it’s latest home
with Elise, a wonderful little 2yo girl. She has a few issues with her legs and the
Amtryke will help. The family is well acquainted with the Amtryke program because their son also has an Amtryke. He has outgrown his trike so we’ll be giving him a replacement soon. When they came to lunch, there was a little sibling
rivalry between the two kids. There may be some Amtryke races around their
neighborhood or just some happy riding. Either way brother and sister will be
having lots of fun riding the neighborhood together!
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Speaker: Judge Roger Webber
His Honor Judge Roger Webber visited with us on August 14th. He shared
with us some of his experiences working in different parts of our Judicial System. He has been a Public Defender and a Prosecutor, and even prosecuted
an Amish kid for drunk driving a buggy! We thank the Judge for taking time our
of his busy schedule to give us his insights on the law.

National Conference
Several GCC AMBUCS members will be attending the national conference in
Reno, Nevada at the Peppermill Resort Spa Casino. If you haven’t signed up there
may still be time. Do it now!
National Conference is an uplifting and fun experience! If you can’t attend this year
put it on your list for next year. The Amtryke giveaway is especially moving when
young children ride around a track on their very own Amtryke. But for a real tear jerker, attend the Veteran’s Ride where they sing “I’m Proud to be an American” as the
vets ride around the track. Not a dry eye in the house! It’s also great to attend the
sessions and hear how other chapters deal with problems of being AMBUCS and the solutions they found. We
also share ideas for new things to do to raise funds and awareness of what we do. It’s a wonderful experience.
Also, it’s not too late to purchase a 50/50 raffle ticket from Deb Griest and the Big Hatters! The drawing will be
held at the conference and you have the chance to win up to $10,000!
(Editor’s note: anyone attending please take pictures and share them with me. Please also include some
words about what’s going on. Thanks!)

Winning Chances

Tidbits
Speakers Needed… We

8/7/18—50/50:
$11
to
guest Cord Schroeder
who donated it back to
the club; Attendance: $40
could have been won by
Alan Edwards but he was
not present
8/14/18—50/50: $11 to
Jeannie Gothard. Attendance: $61 could have
been
won
by
Andy
VanEngelenburg but he
was not present.

would like to have a speaker at
least twice per month. Please give
all ideas to Ray Griest or Nikki
Kopmann. All topics are welcome.
We also need a member to coordinate speakers. If you are ready to
step up contact Ray Griest.

Share on Facebook… The
best use of Social Media is to get
information out about our programs,
our fundraisers and events. I you
haven’t already, please like our
page on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter. Thanks!

8/21/18—50/50:
$9
to
Laura Gibbs; Attendance:
$79 could have been won
by Sandy Jachino but she
was not present.
8/28/18—50/50: $9 to Pat
Webb; Attendance: $114
to Ray Griest. Woo, woo!
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Splinters from the
Board
The Board of Directors
met on August 29th at
Giordano’s in Champaign.
The Board voted to:
 Support the Springfield Golf Outing by
sending a donation at
the level of a team
registration or $260
 Elaine
Windingland
has filed our Sales
Tax-Exempt
papers
with the proper agencies.

