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Amtryke Bike Fitting Day
GCC AMBUCS and Carle Hospital

Calendar
July 10th—Big Hat
Audit

hosted a Bike Fitting Day at Carle’s
September 22—Scarecrow Festival
north annex building. Carle therapist,
Earl Martin, (right in the picture at left
October 3-6—AMBUCS National
with fellow Carle therapist, Darcee Di- Conference, Reno, NV
van), arranged for ten of his patients to
come by the annex on June 23rd to try out different Amtrykes.
Each part of an Amtryke, seat, pedals, handlebars, etc, have several options
and we store one of each in our Regional Amtryke trailer. This trailer is jointly owned and maintained by GCC
AMBUCS and the Danville Chapters and stored in Danville or Champaign. We arranged to have the trailer at
the fitting day so all the options were available for trial. Earl and Darcee check the records of each person and
decide what options will be best for each child. For example, a child might not be able to sit up on the seat
themselves so Earl would add lateral supports to the back rest and the child would be belted upright. Perhaps
the person can’t keep both feet on the pedals so Earl could add straps to the pedals to keep their feet in place.
Nine children were fitted for Amtrykes that day and GCC AMBUCS will order the Amtrykes right away. Once
the Amtrykes arrive, we’ll schedule a building day where we can assemble all the Amtrykes. The children had a
great day trying out the Amtrykes and can hardly wait to get the Amtrykes home.
We also had a visit from Rich Woodworth of the C-U Elks. He presented us with a check for $1,000 to help with
the costs of our 2018 Amtryke Road Rally. Rich had a good time interacting with the children and saw how AMBUCS helps people in our community. That’s him in the center picture below and in the picture on the right with
(l-r) fellow Elk, Larry Windingland, Rich, Elaine Windingland and Scott Price. Great job, all!
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Challenger League Awards Day
Our Chapter helps the Kiwanis Club support the Tom Jones Challenger
League by sponsoring a team and providing the player awards at the end of the
season. The Tom Jones Challenger League is a softball league for children with
handicaps and June 23 was the 2018 Awards Day at AMBUCS Park.
As an extra celebration, Carle Hospital provided
breakfast and lunch since the games start at 8am and
run until about 1pm. Each player has a buddy on the
field with them and the buddies were family members
on this day. As each game finished, GCC AMBUCS President Elect, Renae’
Strawbridge, presented the awards to the players.
The players were so excited to get their medals that
it was hard to get a picture of them. But some of
them took the time to give Renae’ a big hug as a
thank you for the medals.
It’s very heartwarming to see children with so many challenges play softball just
like other children their age. For a few minutes, they can forget their troubles and
just have fun! Thanks Kiwanis and the Challenger League for giving these kids
some time to play!

Charity Golf Outing Fundraiser
One of our biggest fundraisers is the Golf Outing at Stone Creek Golf
Course. The date was June 18th this year and we had a full set of
teams, 31. We also had very generous hole sponsors, 46 of them! We
were happy to have Bunny’s provide lunch and Hickory River cater dinner
for the players. Everything was delicious!
It was a warm day but we provided lots
of water at the par 3 holes. Along with
water, we had a card game at the par 3s and several hole-in-one prizes.
Golfers could purchase 50/50 raffle tickets and mulligans at registration. We
also provided team pictures to the players taken in front of our Amtryke trailer. We brought the trailer so that players could see where their dollars were
going.
While most of our players ended up with good scores, some of them played
the secondary game of Find the Ball as these guys on the left are doing. I’m
happy to report that they won the Find the Ball game just after this picture was taken.
We thank everyone who played, sponsored a hole, sponsored lunch, and sponsored dinner. More thank yous
go out to AMBUCS members and friends who worked the day and made the (w)hole thing possible! Kudos
also to Steve Gibbs and Larry Windingland who lead this project every year. Great job, guys! Hope to see
everyone again next year!
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Scarecrow Festival
Our next big event is the Scarecrow Festival held in AMBUCS Park
on September 22nd. We’ve already begun inviting antique car owners to join us for the car show on the west side of the park. We’ll
have hay rack rides, barrel train rides, a flea market, games for the
kids, food, music, and more. The fun will run from 10am-3pm and
we are hoping for cool, dry weather. Volunteers will be needed so
mark your calendars now!

Big Hat Club
Deb Griest is this year’s Big Hat Club President. She plans on helping GCC AMBUCS recruit new members, which is one of the mandates of the Big Hat Club. Here’s some history from the National AMBUCS site:
“The Big Hat Club was started by Past National President Charles E. Mitchell during his term at the June
18, 1939, executive board meeting. The idea was to present a shirt to each Ambuc able to recruit at least
three new members in a 12-month period. The concept was to create incentive to bringing in new AMBUCS
members. The individual who brought in the most new members would receive the “Rabbit Trophy”! Fortunately, at the July 2 meeting it was decided to award a ten-gallon hat instead and recipients would form a
Big Hat Club.
These special, fun-loving members are the backbone of AMBUCS and provide leadership in recruiting new
members and supporting the AMBUCS mission.”
The biggest incentive is the fun, fun Fun, that Big Hat members have and promote within their chapters. Deb
hopes to get new members during her year and bring more AMBUCS into the Big Hat Club!
Each year the National Big Hat Club sponsors a fundraiser. The fundraisers range from dancing, singing, lipsyncing, to promoting Amtrykes. This year’s fundraiser is a 50/50 raffle with a prize going to the Big Hat Club
that sells the most tickets. The winner could get as much as $10,000! Tickets are $20 each and can be
bought from Deb. The winning ticket will be drawn at the National convention in Reno and you do not have to
be present to win. Deb will be happy to sell you a ticket!
Also, Big Hat members: be sure your hat contains all the required items on July 10th! There will be an audit
and you will be fined if your hat is not complete. Your Big Hat should contain: $1 for fines; Big Hat Bylaws;
New Member Application; and Big Hat membership card.
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Iroquois Federal Grant
Iroquois Federal allows charities to apply for a grant from them to support their mission. GCC member, Bob Lacey, has applied for this grant in the
past and was successful again this year! Iroquois Federal gave us $750 to
purchase an Amtryke for one of the children in Champaign County. Bob was
unavailable to pick up the check so Chapter President, Ray Griest, stood in
for him. That’s Ray in the red AMBUCS shirt. The others are officers in the
bank. Thanks, Iroquois Federal! You rock!

AMBUCS Park
Bash-Pepper Roofing arranged to replace the
roofs on two of the pavilions in AMBUCS Park, the Santi and the Driscoll. The Urbana Park District requested
that the shingles used were red so that they matched
the roofs on the other pavilions. Bash-Pepper was happy to accommodate that request and began the tear-off
and reroofing of both pavilions. They were fast and
they were good! Both roofs were replaced in a few days. Thanks much to Bash-Pepper and to GCC President,
Ray Griest, for arranging this project!

Splinters from the
Board

The Board of Directors met on
June 27th at Giordano’s in
Champaign.
The Board voted to:
 approve the budget for
next year
 reimburse each attendee to
National Conference $500
 spend $1,000 for our Chapter to become a William L.
White member
 order new shirts for the
Chapter
 update and order more brochures
 get a new wooden sign at
the entrance to AMBUCS
Park
 add a calendar app to the
Wix web site at a cost of
$48 per year

Tidbits
Members with Health Issues: Kim VanEngelenburg has
been struggling this month. She
was in a Chicago hospital for a while
but is back with us now.
Larry Windingland continues to
recover from his arm problems.

Ramps: Sally Denhart reports
that she had to turn down a ramp
request. As much as she loves
dogs, our Chapter could not build a
ramp up to a bed for a dog.

Winning
Chances

6/6/18—50/50: $17 to Kim
VanEngelenburg; Attendance: $82 to Theresa Adams but she was not present
6/12/18—50/50: $11 to
Elaine Windingland Attendance: $104 went to
Andy VanEngelenburg.
6/19/18—50/50: $8 to Judy
Dramsted;
Attendance:
$16 to Theresa Adams but
she was not present.
6/26/18—50/50: $10 to
Bob Lacey; Attendance:
$38 to Don Dunlap.
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