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Barstool Golf 
One of our two big winter fundraisers Barstool 
Golf is in the books and was a big success!  We had to make some 

changes this year but nothing that took away from the fun.  We raised the 
price to $25/golfer and we had just two big raffle prizes, a Yeti cooler and a 
50” Smart TV.  We met our team limit at exactly 120 teams and that made 
moving through the bars much better this year.  There was a little hiccup 
when one of the busses had a flat tire but the company had the bus back on 
the route in about 40 minutes. 

We had some cute outfits on the teams, Ninja turtles, Pug dogs, and of 
course, the Gilligans.  We had a lot of duplicate team names, though, sever-
al “Putt Pirates”, a couple of “I Like Big Putts”, so we challenge the teams 
next year to come up with funny, unique team names.  The members will 
take an unofficial vote and we’ll announce our top three favorites after the 
event.  Get your thinking caps on! 

We hope everyone had a good time and we appreciate all the money donat-
ed via entry fees and raffle tickets!  After we take out our expenses for the day, the rest will be used for our vari-
ous projects, Amtrykes, ramp building, scholarships, and supporting AMBUCS Park.  Thanks to everyone who 
attended; thanks to the workers who made the day possible; thanks to our sponsors, and of course thanks to all 
the bars who helped us out that day.  Participating bars were: Pia’s, Fat City, Green Street Café, Pour Bros, 
Hubers, Goldy’s, Office II, Pipa’s Pub, and new this year, Bentley’s.  You all rock! 

(l-r: hole at Goldy’s; the Gilligans, [photo by Ray Griest]; Limo Girls who arrive at the bars in their own limo, 
[photo by Renae’ Strawbridge]; selfies galore; Ninja Turtles; Puggles) 
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Calendar 
 
2020 
Feb. 29—Cash Bash 
 
Mar. 28—disAbility Expo 
 
Apr. 24-25—Central Region 
Conference, Bloomington 
 
May 2—Road Rally 
 
June 22—Golf Outing 
 
Sep 30-Oct. 3—National 
Conference 
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Christmas Decorations Loaned 

An exciting event happened in a little town just 10 miles east of 

us.  An independent film company made a Christmas movie and used St. Jo-
seph, IL as a stand-in for Fargo, ND.  Since it was set at Christmas time, the 

company needed lots and lots of Christmas 
decorations to add to the area around the film-
ing.  AMBUCS to the rescue!  Our AMBUCS 
Park storehouse provided several pieces of 
Christmas decorations to enhance the background of the movie, (some of the 
ones in the picture above right).  One giant wreath was used as a prop, (pic at 
left), by the main character as he helped decorate a building for a scene.  The 
wreath was made by member, Mary Lou Younger.  We hope to see the movie 
released at Christmas time in 2021! 
 

 
 

Speaker: Taneya Higginbotham 
Executive Director, Taneya Higginbotham from 

Camp New Hope, stopped  by January 21st, to talk with us about their pro-
grams and to thank us for the support over the years.  Camp New Hope pro-
vides fun and family support for children and adults with disabilities.  They 
have 42 acres near Neoga, IL, with a lake, walking and riding trails, a train that 
runs around the property, a pool, and even a miniature golf course.  The train 
and pool are the favorites of the campers.  It cost $660 for a single person to 
attend the camp but they give some scholarships to attendees every year.  
The camp has 5 permanent employees but hire up to 50 temporary employees 
over the summer. 

We thank Taneya for stopping by and appreciate all that they do for people with disabilities! 

 

Splinters From the Board 

Our Board met at Papa Del’s on January 29th for the first meeting of 2020.  The action items were: 

 We will give $1,000 to the National William L. White Fund 

 As of June 1st, Bob Lacey will no longer write grants; need a replacement 

 We will create a Nominating Committee for officers for 2020-2021 at the next lunch meeting 
 
 

Cash Bash Fundraiser 

The next big fundraiser is the Cash Bash on February 29th, 6-

9pm, at the C-U Elks Lodge at Savoy.  Tickets are $100 for the raffle with a top 
prize of $7,500 and dinner and drinks at only an additional $25.  Tickets can 
be bought from any member or contact Don Dunlap at 217-202-3061.  Only 
275 tickets will be sold so get yours early! 



3 

disAbility Expo 

GCC AMBUCS will participate in the disAbility 
Expo again this year.  It’s hosted by the Champaign County Mental Health 

Board at the Vineyard Church in Urbana.  The event takes place on March 28th 
and has a large number of agencies attending that provide help to people with 
disabilities in Champaign County.  It’s a great resource for all. 
 

 
Ramps 
The weather has not allowed many ramp builds this year but 

when we do build them we build them to last!  This is a picture of a ramp we 
built several years ago.  The owners have done their part to keep the ramp in 
good shape with nice blue paint and that has paid off.  The ramp looks great 
and the owners are able to continue to use it to get to doctors appointments, 
friend’s houses, and just out into the fresh air.  It’s always good to see our 
ramps used and appreciated.  (Pic by Ray Griest) 

 

Conferences 
Members mark your calendars for the Spring Conference which will be held 

April 24-25 in Bloomington, IL.  We should have more information about that soon.  And while you’re in your cal-
endar, plan for the National Conference in Louisville, KY, on Sept. 30—Oct. 3.  Both are great learning experi-
ences! 

 

Donations 
Janien Bush donated money in honor of William and Jan Bush and Ileen Askew donated this month to 

our Amtryke fund.  Those donations will be used to purchase an Amtryke for a child in our area. 

 

Amtrykes 
We received a thank you card from Brittney Frost whose son is one 

of our Amtryke recipients.  He has been riding it for several years and it has 
helped his health so much that he is now riding a regular 2-wheeled bike!  He still 
uses training wheels but his mom expects to remove them soon.  What a great 
tribute to what we do! 

Amtyke Ambassador, Scott Price, delivered Amtrykes this month and picked up 
one to be refurbished.  We also received missing parts we needed from our last 
build night so that Amtryke will be finished and delivered soon.  The Amtryke 
Scott delivered to Urbana Jr. High was a big success, too.  This student, who 

could not master certain things, jumped on this Amtryke and did three laps around the school all on his own.  
Just what we love to hear! 
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Tidbits 

Member Mike Foley had some health issues early in the month but is doing well and is back 

among us.  He even helped out at Barstool Golf.  Glad you’re doing well, Mike! 
 

Arlie Saldeen has also been struggling this month.  Please continue to send him good thoughts. 

 

Nelda Shaw had a bad fall and needed some surgery but she is at 

home and recovering just fine.  She would appreciate cards and calls. 
 

The Tom Jones Challenger League will have their  first 

planning meeting on the same day as our Cash Bash, February 29th.  Member 
Cris Vowels will continue to be our liaison to the league.  That’s Cris giving out 
the awards at the end of last season. 
 
 
 

Summer Golf Outing 
Due to the closing of Stone Creek Golf Course we will hold our annual  fundraiser at  

Lake of the Woods Golf Course, Mahomet, IL.  The date is June 22nd and while planning is in the early stag-
es we don’t expect many changes from last year.  One change is that we will move our start time to 12 noon to 
get finished in time for their golfing league that night. 

 

 

Winning Chances 
1/07/20—50/50: $6 to Renae’ Strawbridge; Attendance: $13 could have been won by Mike Foley but he 

was not present. 

1/14/20—50/50: $7 to Ray Griest; Attendance: $27 could have been won by Sandy Jachino but she was 

not present. 

1/21/20—50/50: $8 to Keith Jamieson;  Attendance: $41 was won by Sally Denhart. 

1/28/20—50/50: $7 to Ray Griest;  Attendance: $14 was won by Sally Denhart, again. 

 

 


