June 2016
Calendar
July 02, 2016 – 9am-3pm, Car Raffle ticket sales, Mahomet, IGA
July 04, 2016 – Seymour Parade, Champaign Parade
July 06, 2016 – 11am-1pm, Car Raffle ticket sales, Don’s
r 24Hr Towing
July 13, 2016 – 11am-1pm, Car Raffle ticket sales, Salt & Light
July 16, 2016 – Car Raffle at “Juice the Joint”, Jupiters at the Crossing
September 17, 2016 – Scarecrow Festival at AMBUCS Park

AmTryke Bike Day at Carle Clinic North Annex

Deb Griest and Scott Price worked with Carle Clinic therapist, Earl Martin, to have a bike fitting day at the Carle
Clinic North Annex on Saturday, June 18. The day was hot and the sun warmed the seats on all the trikes. People
brought out sun umbrellas and a couple of us stood under a tree when not busy. Six people were fitted with
the proper AmTrykes and two went home with refurbished trikes. We’ll order the other four trikes immediately
and have a bike build evening soon to put them together. The first picture below shows the example AmTrykes
set out for the attendees to try. Next, is a family with a mother who is almost blind and three brothers with
Downs. We will order an AmTryke for one brother and have the other brothers evaluated to see if we can help
them as well. The third picture is of Izzy and her father. Izzy had an AmTryke she outgrew and needed a larger
model. Her smaller AmTryke will be refurbished and given to someone else. The final picture shows a Parkinson
patient who will use this refurbished AmTyrke to battle back her disease. Thanks to Deb and Scott for doing the
Bike Day and to Earl Martin for helping these people!

Car Raffle

Members are working hard to sell tickets for the car raffle. To date, we
have about 110 tickets of our 500 sold. We hope to raise that number
significantly during the sales day at the Mahomet IGA. People can still
buy tickets online at: http://www.thegccambucs.org/#!driving-dreamscar-raffle/g26t8 and Elaine Windingland will fill out the tickets and mail
the stubs to people buying. If members give out tickets to someone who
wants to pay online later, please be sure to let Elaine know so that she
doesn’t send duplicate tickets to the buyer. Also, if you sell any tickets
please get the money and tickets to Elaine at each lunch meeting. Thanks
to all who have sold tickets! We only have two weeks left to sell the
tickets so keep asking people to buy.

Golf Fundraiser

Our Charity Golf Outing was held at Stone Creek Golf Course on June 20th with a shotgun start at 1pm. Twentysix teams participated and the weather was hot but good. Lunch began right on time with huge hot dogs
provided by Bunny’s Tavern along with coleslaw and potato chips. We provided lots of water and some pop as
well. The teams hit their first drives at 1:05pm and the game was afoot! Dinner was catered by Town and
Country Catering. There was fried chicken, coleslaw, potato salad, pasta salad, and baked beans. There were
hole-in-one prizes, a card game of poker, and a 50/50 raffle. Here’s some of the winners:
The card game was won by GCC AMBUCS member Andrew VanEngelenburg with a great hand of four jacks!
The 50/50 raffle was won by Laura Gibbs, also a GCC AMBUCS member.
The longest drive on hole #4 was Drew Coyne for the men and Laura Gibbs for the women.
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The longest putt on hole #9 was GCC AMBUC member Keith Jamieson.
The closest to the hole on #17 was GCC AMBUC member Larry Windingland.
The winning team was Williams, Kumler, Fonte, and Grandone with a team score of 55!
The biggest winners were the children and adults who will receive AmTrykes purchased with the money
raised on this day!
Thanks to all the players who came out and hit the little white balls! Thanks to the AMBUCS and friends who
worked the day; thanks to our hole sponsors; thanks to lunch and dinner providers Benny’s Tavern and Town
and Country Catering; and a big thanks to Stone Creek Golf Course for hosting us! Hope to see everyone again
next year.

AmTryke Giveaways

A beautiful little girl named Elaina came to lunch on June 14th. She was very
surprised to hear that she was going home with her very own AmTryke!
Elaina was a surprise to her parents, too; they thought they were done with
the baby stuff but the best surprises come in small packages and they
consider themselves blessed to have this
wonderful daughter. Her older brother
and sister feel they are blessed, too, even
though they are both over 18. Deb Griest
is adjusting her AmTryke at the left. We
hope that an AmTryke will help Elaina to
grow big and strong and give her siblings a run, or ride, for their money!
On June 21st David was our guest. He came to pick up his AmTryke, too. David
was born 11 weeks premature. He developed Cerebral Palsy at the age of two
and currently he can’t walk. His legs need additional strength to allow him
walk, run, and play with other children and we know that an AmTryke will help
with that. That’s David on his AmTryke along with his mother on the left,
AmTryke Coordinator, Scott Price in the center, and Chapter President, Frank
Thomas on the right. Have a wonderful summer riding, David, and a happy
life!

Online Donations

People can now donate online from our Web site: http://www.thegccambucs.org/#!donate/c1jbv They will be
able to put in any amount they wish and treasurer Elaine Windingland will get an email containing their names
and addresses so that we can send thank-you letters to all donors. Thanks again, Elaine!

Grant Award

Iroquois Federal gives grants to charities when possible and GCC AMBUCS
grant writer, Bob Lacey, put our hat in the ring. Iroquois Federal chose us
and Bob picked up a check for $1,000 to be used for AmTryke purchases.
These funds will purchase at least one AmTryke and contribute to a second
trike. Many thanks to Iroquois Federal for the grant and to Bob Lacey for
getting the GCC AMBUCS chapter in the running! That’s Bob in the
AMBUCS shirt with Mark McHale of Iroquois Federal.
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Speaker: Kendra Schroeder, PACE

Kendra Schroeder from PACE, Persons Assuming Control of their
Environment, was our speaker on June 21st. She is part of the Center for
Independent Living which was formed by the American’s with Disabilities Act.
The workers are not doctors or therapists but advocates for people with
disabilities. There are five core services of PACE: 1. Information and
Resources which includes helping people dig out information or refering them
to where they can get the information they need. They also give people a list
of potential personal assistants, if they need one, interpreters if one is
needed, and provide housing lists to help the person find a place to live. 2.
Access and Advocacy which includes individual advocacy, help with problems
such as a landlord not fixing things, problems with other agencies who are not
providing what the person needs. It also includes systemic advocacy which is
help with learning such things as how to ride the bus around town, help with
transition from high school to living on their own in the community. They help
with Braille services, help with assistive devices, deaf services and
readers/writers for people with visual impairments. 3. Skills Development which includes personal assistant
management training, employment search skills, basic computer skills training, and other life training. 4.
Counseling which includes helping with independent living and vocational help but also peer counseling and
help. It is very important for people struggling with issues to have the help of peers who have gone through the
same things. PACE encourages strong peer-to-peer support. 5. Etc. which is a catch-all core service that includes
help with other problems and skills including reintegration from a nursing home into the community. PACE can
always use volunteers even if someone is not skilled in any of their core areas, they can help with fundraising
events, read or write for people with disabilities, help PACE with computer work and data entry, do some clerical
work, or whatever needs to be done around the office. To volunteer visit their website: http://www.pacecil.org
or send email to info@pacecil.org.

Speaker: Rudy and Judy, American Legion

Rudy, (last name unspellable), and Judy from The American Legion
post in Champaign, joined the chapter for lunch on June 28 th. Rudy
talked a little about his German heritage and included some
information about the many misspellings and miss-pronunciations of
his last name. Rudy is the Champaign County Commander and newly
elected Commander of the 19th District which includes 19 counties and
42 legions in Illinois. The American Legion is nearly 100 years old. It
was founded in 1919 by Teddy Roosevelt, Jr., as a way to help the
families of veterans and service men. Roosevelt was ahead of his time
in realizing that service families needed help and brought 100 people
from different states in the US, to Paris to organize this new entity.
Roosevelt was also ahead of his time by thinking that this entity should
be all inclusive, white, black, Hispanic, or native American; if they served they could be members. There were
white posts and black posts in the beginning but now all are integrated. The Legion is always changing and
moving forward and now recognize that more women are serving, so they, too, can be members. The Legion’s
first headquarters was in New York but is now in Indianapolis, Indiana. There is no “rank” in the Legion, only
jobs to be done. A general could be working along side a private; all are equal. The American Legion is supported
by donations and 100% of dollars donated go to service people and their families. The overhead for running the
Legion comes from member dues and special fundraisers where it is stated that the funds will go to running the
organization. The Legion provides many avenues of help to servicemen and their families. They work with the
Salvation Army to help homeless veterans; they will help with a Discharge Review such as when a serviceman
gets a medical discharge and he/she disagrees; they have an Honor Guard which provide the 21-gun salute and
honor flag at veteran’s funerals; they continue to work with foreign nations for a full accounting of all POW/MIAs
and bring them home when found. The Legion has an empty chair at all meetings to symbolize their pledge to
bring them all home. The American Legion is also the group who takes care of properly destroying used
American flags. They are also working to create laws that prohibit desecration of the flag. The American Legion
also works with boys to teach them about our government. They have Boys’ State Camp where the kids have
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to get together and form a government. A select few who do a great job at Boys’ State Camp will continue on
to Boys’ Nation, a similar camp in Washington, D.C. They also support children in other ways such as working
with Ronald McDonald House. To join or learn more about The American Legion go to http://illegion.org

Board Action

The new Board took over at the June 29th meeting. Elaine Windingland presented the budget for the half year,
June 1st through December 31st, and the board approved it. The Board also voted to purchase two benches for
AMBUCS Park, one to honor Joe Dart and one to honor Vi Jamieson, Keith Jamieson’s mother. The donations
received for each person will be used first and the chapter will fill in the rest of the cost for the benches and the
installation from the money already set aside for park improvements. The last action of the board was to vote
to give an AmTryke to John Herd.

Member News

Andrea Betzler received her life membership plaque and pin on June 14 th.
Andrea’s name was pulled out of the hat for the ability to purchase a life
membership during the last National Convention. Congratulations,
Andrea!
We also re-inducted Jessica Smith
into the chapter on June 21st.
Welcome Jessica!

Winning
Chances
th

June 7 – 50/50 drawing of $8 went to Ray Griest. The $51 in attendance
money was won by Scott Price.
June 14th – 50/50 drawing of $9.00 went to Andrea Betzler. The $15 in attendance money could have gone to
Bud Mesker but he was not present.
June 21st – 50/50 drawing of $12 went to Ray Griest. The $36 in attendance money was won by Nikki Kopmann.
June 28th – 50/50 drawing of $10 went to Roger Adams! The $21 in attendance money could have gone to
Jessica Smith but she was not present.

5

