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Billy Bob Makes His Debut
For our Annual Scarecrow Festival

members
MaryLou Younger and Scott Price created an 18 foot scarecrow named Billy Bob who hung out on the Driscoll Pavilion for
the month of October. A few of the members, Cris Vowels, Pat
Webb, Sally Denhart, and former member Wayne Younger,
along with MaryLou and Scott, met at the park to assemble him
and lift him into place. Billy Bob easily comes apart so that he
can be stored from year-to-year. His outfit took 17 yards of fabric and two weeks to sew! During the festival, Billy Bob was a
focal point for photo ops for children and their parents. He was
also the feature of a News-Gazette article called “Top of the
Morning” on October 10th.
(https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/community-events/
top-of-the-morning-oct-10-2021/article_ec02bf3c-b009-569abc40-5790e9b07a1d.html)

Next year, Billy Bob may have some company! Stay tuned!

And Speaking of the Scarecrow Festival...
It was held on October 2nd

and started out wet! The rain was light and left the area right
after we got ready for visitors. It was slow at first but once the sun came out so did the people. They
hopped on the barrel train ride, climbed aboard the hay rack ride, and played games with the U of I
student volunteers!

They bought pulled pork sandwiches from our food tent and shopped at the bake sale. About 1pm,
the live music started and there was dancing in the park. The pumpkins available at the bake sale
table became the backdrop for a lot of pictures by attendees as was Billy Bob. Our wonderful craft
vendors were in the main pavilion and had great things like personally created magnets, jewelry, and
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paintings. We had Boy Scout Popcorn for sale by an actual Boy Scout and his grandfather. All the
vendors had a great time even in the less than warm weather.
“This year’s festival made it clear to our Chapter that our local community really enjoys coming out on
a Fall afternoon to enjoy our park! The payoff for our hard work is priceless when you see the excitement on a child’s face when they get pulled around in the barrel train or win a prize at the games! We
love it!” says event leader Keith Jamieson.

Here’s to next year!

Big Hat and National Awards
October 9th was the

Zoom meeting of the Big Hat Club and the National Awards ceremony. The Big Hatters swore in a new President, Bill
“Flick” Flickinger, and elected Luke Jackson as Secretary/Treasurer. Fina
Nett will be running next year for Secretary/Treasurer. They also had a live
drawing of the raffle tickets for the current fundraiser. The $5000 winner was
Britney Adair of the Ponca City Chapter! The next raffle will be for a stay at
the Gullwing Beach Resort in Florida and $500 in spending money. The tickets will be $20 and Chapters will receive one ticket for each member, Big Hatters and non-Big Hatters.
After the Big Hat meeting, National started the awards ceremony and all the winners can bet viewed
on the National Website at https://ambucs.org/members/ambucs-national-conference/ GCC AMBUCS will get a patch for giving away 10-24 Amtrykes last year and we were named a Superior Chapter for 2021. The National Project Manager of the Year was Linda Mask, Mountain Metro Chapter
who led a fundraiser that brought in over $51,000! AMBUC of the Year was Misty Jordan, Ponca
City Chapter. We congratulate all the winners and appreciate all they have done for their communities!
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Speaker: Dr. Gary Brummet
Retired veterinarian Gary Brummet joined us for
lunch on October 5th to enlighten us about rabies. Gary owned A&E
Animal Hospital in Urbana for a number of years. He sold the business
in 2017 and now speaks on topics such as rabies, which has human
cases like the one this year in Kane County, IL. Bats are the number
one carrier of rabies and bat bites accounts for most of the cases in the
U.S. If bitten by a bat, the victim must get the vaccine right away! If
they wait until symptoms appear it is too late to cure. They can test the
skin at the base of the brain to determine if the person has rabies but
once it is in the brain, again, it is too late to cure. Veterinarians routinely get vaccinated against rabies to be prepared if they are bitten by a
rabid animal. Luckily, there has been improvement in the vaccine which can now be given in the arm
instead of the stomach. We appreciate Dr. Brummet reminding us of the importance of getting our
pets vaccinated!

Tidbits

Disabilities Event

at Lincoln Square has been canceled due to the sale of the business spon-

soring the event.

The News-Gazette ran a small article about Billy Bob and the Scarecrow Festival in the October 17 issue with some quotes by MaryLou Younger.

Instead of a live Disabilities Expo,

the Disabilities Services Center will feature each of
the usual vendors on their Facebook page for a week. Sally Denhart will provide them with information and pictures for GCC.

Our Parkland Scholarships

will continue for the Fall semester for two students at $1,000

each.

The tentative date for Bar Stool Golf will be February 5, 2022.
Member Mike Foley took a 10-day trip to Maine and had some great seafood!
Member Sally Denhart

had her wallet stolen and is dealing with the aftermath, replacing

cards and working with the police.

Splinters From the Board
The Board met at Papa Del’s this month and addressed the following items:
==> adding graphics to the new post-hole digger which has arrived and is assembled.
==> tabled items for further work.
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Winning Chances
10/05/21—50/50:

$5 to Scott Price; Attendance: $11 could have been won by Judy Dramstad but she

was not present.

10/12/21—50/50: $5 to Deb Griest; Attendance: $28 could have been won by Mike Foley but he was not
present.

10/19/21—50/50: $3 to Sally Denhart; Attendance: $35 was won by Keith Jamieson.
10/26/21—50/50: $5 to MaryLou Younger; Attendance: $11 could have been won by Kyle Moe but he
was not present.
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